Examination Regulations
Membership of Royal College of Obestetricians & Gynaecolgists ( MRCOG ) 

· Introduction 

Registered practitioners who intend to train for the MRCOG examination are encouraged to inform the College in writing as soon as possible. This will help both the trainee and the College. Advice on training programmes can be obtained by candidates from the Consultants with whom they are working, from the College Adviser in their region, College District Tutors, Careers Adviser at the College or from Representative Committees overseas. The names and addresses of College Advisers may be obtained from the College Secretary. 

The minimum total period of post-registration training is two years, which must be devoted to clinical obstetrics and gynaecology. 

Success in the Membership examination and subsequent admission to Membership does not imply the attainment of specialist or Consultant status. A further period of supervised training is required for this purpose. 

· Fees 

All fees relating to examinations and Membership subscriptions are reviewed annually. 

Details of current rates may be obtained from the Examination Secretary. 

· Regulations For Membership 

Candidates for Membership are required: 

1. to comply with the Regulations relating to medical registration. 

2. to undertake the periods of training set out in the Regulations. 

3. to pass or obtain exemption from the Part 1 examination and to pass the Part 2 examination. 

4. to fulfil the requirements of the Ordinances and By-laws in relation to declaration of conduct, admission by the President in Council and payment of the prescribed fees. 

Candidates must confirm that they are not currently suspended or removed from medical practice by any authorising body or invloved in disciplinary proceedings related to medical practice in any country. 

Candidates infringing the Regulations will be deemed unsuitable for Membership of the College. 

Council may refuse to allow a candidate to attempt either part of the MRCOG examination or become a Member of the College. Under such circumstances the candidate will be advised of the appeals procedure. 

· Registration 

Part 1: Candidates are eligible to enter for the Part 1 examination when they have obtained their medical degree. 

The acceptance of a candidate's application to attempt the Part 1 examination does not imply acceptance of a subsequent or coincidental application by that candidate to attempt the Part 2 examination. 

Part 2: Candidates who have completed the requirements for entry to the Part 2 examination leading to Membership should: 

a. have held for not less than three years a medical qualification recognised by the General Medical Council under Section 19 of the Medical Act 1983; and 

b. have, for not less than two years had their names, or been entitled to have their names, entered as fully registered medical practitioners in the Register maintained by the General Medical Council. 

Council may waive this provision for candidates whose degrees do not qualify them for entry on the above Register. 

· Post-Registration Training 

Post-registration training for the Part 2 examination must include the following: 

a. Combined obstetrics and gynaecology - The training in obstetrics and gynaecology may be carried out simultaneously in combined posts recognised for the Membership. One twelve months' appointment or two six months' appointments in posts recognised as combined will be regarded as the equivalent of six months of obstetrics and six months of gynaecology. These posts must be held after registration. 

b. Obstetrics - One twelve months' appointment, or two six months appointments, in a post or posts recognised by the College for the purpose of the Membership examination. These posts must be held after registration. 

c. Gynaecology - One twelve months' appointment, or two six months appointments, in a post or posts recognised by the College for the purpose of the Membership examination. These posts must be held after registration. 

Important Note: 
Candidates whose Part 2 training forms and certificates reach the College after 1st September 2002 will be required to complete four years in recognised posts in obstetrics and gynaecology. 

In carrying out post-registration training in obstetrics and gynaecology a minimum of six consecutive months in any one post is required. 

Training must be completed by the preceding 7th February for the March/May examination or by the preceding 7th August for the September/November examination. 

Flexible clinical training in recognised posts is permitted provided approval of the College is obtained in advance. 

d. Family planning - During the course of their training candidates will be required to receive instruction at not less than eight sessions at family planning clinics. Certificates confirming attendance at family planning clinics must be counter-signed by a Consultant who is a Fellow or Member of the College if the certifying signature is that of some other person. 

Candidates seeking special permission to attempt the examination despite not having fulfilled the requirements regarding registration or training in recognised hospital posts should apply on the prescribed form enclosed with these Regulations to the Examination Committee as early as possible and before starting additional training. Candidates will then be told what further training will be required. 

· The Part 1 Examination (see Syllabus for Part 1) 

Part 1 examinations are held in March and September. The examination is on basic sciences and consists of two multiple choice question papers, each lasting two hours. The examination embraces those subjects which form part of the general education of any specialist and particularly those aspects which are applicable to obstetrics and gynaecology. 

Candidates may take the Part 1 examination at any time and must pass the Part 1 examination or obtain exemption before attempting the Part 2 examination. 

Candidates may make a provisional application to take the Part 2 examination in the expectation that they will pass the Part 1 examination at an earlier date. 

The College will accept copies of certificates attested by the British Embassy, British High Commission, British Consulate, British Council, University issuing medical degree certificate or candidate's own Embassy. 

Candidates MUST attempt the Part 2 examination on at least one occasion within TEN years of passing the Part 1 examination. Those candidates failing to comply with this regulation will be required to pass the Part 1 examination again. 

Method Of Application 

To avoid confusion candidates must use the SAME surname (preferred or family name) and other names, as shown on their medical degree, in all correspondence with the Examination Department. Candidates wishing to enter under another name other than that shown on the medical degree must also provide their certificate of registration showing the name by which they wish to be registered as a candidate. Candidates who subsequently change their name for whatever reason MUST immediately inform the College with documentary evidence. A marriage certificate alone is not accepted as evidence of change of name as a medical practitioner. 

Application for entry to the examinations held in the British Isles must be made on the prescribed form at the back of these Regulations and be received with the correct entry fee, in sterling, by the Examination Secretary of the College in London by the preceding 1st December for the March examination or the preceding 1st June for the September examination. Cheques should be made payable to the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. Do not send cash. Late entries are not accepted. No amendments may be made after the closing date for receipt of applications. 

Application for entry to the examinations held outside the British Isles must be made on the prescribed form and received by the local organiser by the preceding 1st December for the March examination or the preceding 1st June for the September examination. Applications will also be accepted at the College in London for overseas examinations in which case the correct fee, in sterling, is payable at the time of entry. Do not send cash. Late entries are not accepted. No amendments may be made after the closing date for receipt of applications. 

All candidates will be issued with a personal registration number. This number MUST be quoted in all correspondence. 

Candidates must take evidence of identification, which includes their name and photograph, to all sections of the Part 1 and Part 2 Membership examinations for scrutiny by the invigilators and examiners. Candidates who fail to produce satisfactory identification at the beginning of any section of an examination will normally be refused entry to that examination. 

Candidates who withdraw their application for a particular Part 1 examination after the closing date or who fail to appear shall forfeit the examination fee. Attendance at any part of an examination will count as an attempt. 

Question papers, answer sheets and examination materials remain the property of the College at all times. 

By applying to sit the Part 1 or Part 2 MRCOG examination the candidate agrees to all the terms of the Membership Examination Regulations and to the transfer of all copyright subsisting in examination material produced by the candidate to the College. 

Exemption 
(Only available to those candidates who have NEVER sat the Part 1 Membership examination). 

Subject to being eligible to take the Part 1 Membership examination of the College, candidates having successfully completed one of the following examinations MAY be exempted from the Part 1 Membership examination on request and payment of the exemption fee, in sterling: 

i. Part 1 examination (Obstetrics and Gynaecology), Arab Board for Medical Specializations, Jul 1996. 

ii. Primary examination for the Fellowship of the College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of South Africa (College of Medicine of South Africa), Jul 1972. 

iii. Primary examination, Fellowship of the Medical Council Obstetrics and Gynaecology (Nigeria Medical Council), Feb 1974. 

iv. Part 1 MS (Obstetrics and Gynaecology) examination, Post-graduate Institute of Medicine, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka, Sept 1983. 

v. Part 1 examination (Obstetrics and Gynaecology), Fellowship of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Pakistan, Feb 1985. 

vi. Primary examination (Obstetrics and Gynaecology), Fellowship of the West African College of Surgeons, Jul 1986. 

vii. Part 1 Clinical MD(Obstetrics and Gynaecology) examination, University of Khartoum, Jan 1989. 

viii. Part 1 MD examination, Al Arab Medical University, Libya, Sept 1988. 

ix. Part 1 Master of Obstetrics and Gynaecology examination (UKM/UM) Malaysia, Sept 1996. 

x. Part 1 examination for the Fellowship of the Bangladesh College of Physicians and Surgeons, May 1999. 

Candidates wishing to apply for exemption from the Part 1 Membership examination should complete an application for exemption form and submit it with the original letter (or attested copy) confirming success in one of the above examinations, medical degree certificate and certificate of registration as a medical practitioner (originals or attested copies) and exemption fee. 

Do not send cash. 

Please click here to download an Exemption Application form. 

These arrangements are subject to regular review. 

· The Part 2 Examination (see Syllabus for Part 2) 

The Part 2 written examination will be held in the British Isles and at selected overseas centres in March and September. The examination, which is in English, will comprise a multiple choice question (MCQ) paper and written papers. Candidates will be advised of the format relevant to a particular examination. 

After the marking of papers only those candidates who achieve a minimum standard will proceed in May (following the papers in March) and November (following the papers in September) to the remainder of the examination which is held in the British Isles and, on occasions, at overseas centres. 

The remainder of the examination will consist of a 3 hour oral assessment. Candidates will be examined in a sequence of 12, 15 minute stations. Two of these stations will be rest or preparatory stations where pieces of work may be given to candidates which will be discussed at the next 15 minute station. At all stations except the rest stations a single examiner will be present. At some stations a role player may also be present. Candidates should expect to be assessed on their ability to obtain obstetric and gynaecological histories, to counsel patients and to demonstrate clinical skills. At other stations candidates will be expected to critically appraise pieces of written work in discussion with examiners and to discuss aspects of obstetrics, gynaecology and allied subjects in structured oral examinations. The examination will test factual knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills, diagnosis, investigation, treatment, clinical skills and communication skills. 

Method Of Application 

Application for assessment of training for entry to the examination must be made on the prescribed form at the back of these Regulations and be received by the Examination Secretary at the College in London, by the preceding 1st September for the March/May examination or the preceding 1st March for the September/November examination. 

Important Note: 

Candidates whose Part 2 training forms and certificates reach the College after 1st September 2002 will be required to complete four years in recognised posts in obstetrics and gynaecology. 

Training must be completed by the preceding 7th February for the March/May examination or by the preceding 7th August for the September/November examination. 

Each application must be accompanied by: 

Original certificates, or attested copies, signed by the Consultant-in- Charge or Chairman of the Division confirming the nature, grade and dates of the appointments held, whether or not the posts are recognised by the College and attendance at Family Planning Clinics. 

Candidates failing to provide original certificates for all appointments held will have their application returned. The College will accept copies of certificates attested by the British Embassy, British High Commission, British Consulate, British Council, University issuing medical degree certificate or candidate's own Embassy. 

Council may refuse to allow a candidate to attempt either part of the MRCOG examination or become a Member of the College. Under such circumstances the candidate will be advised of the appeals procedure. 

On receiving notification of acceptance of eligibility or on applying for re- examination the candidate shall, as directed, submit the correct entry fee, in sterling, which is to be received not later than 1st January for the March/May examination or 1st July for the September/November examination. Cheques should be made payable to the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. 

Do not send cash. Late entries are not accepted. No amendments may be made after the closing date for receipt of applications. 

All candidates will be issued with a personal registration number. This number MUST be quoted in all correspondence. 

Candidates must take evidence of identification, which includes their name and photograph, to all sections of the Part 1 and Part 2 Membership examinations for scrutiny by the invigilators and examiners. Candidates who fail to produce satisfactory identification at the beginning of any section of an examination will normally be refused entry to that examination. 

Candidates who withdraw their applications for a particular Part 2 examination after the closing date or who fail to appear shall forfeit the examination fee. Attendance at any part of an examination will count as an attempt. 

Question papers, answer sheets and examination materials remain the property of the College at all times. 

By applying to sit the Part 1 or Part 2 MRCOG examination the candidate agrees to all the terms of the Membership Examination Regulations and to the transfer of all copyright subsisting in examination material produced by the candidate to the College. 

Appeals Against Examination Results 

Written notification of intention to appeal must reach the College Secretary within 21 days from the date of issue of the result. 

Admission To Membership 

The names of successful candidates will be reported to Council for their election to Membership and subsequent admission by the President in Council. 

A registration fee together with the initial subscription is payable on election to Membership. 

No one shall become a Member of the College or use the designation without having fulfilled all the conditions set out in these Regulations, signed the declaration prescribed by the College (see below) and been formally admitted at a meeting of Council. The admission ceremony is normally held a week after the examination. 

The College reserves the right to refuse admission to the Membership for reasons which the Council of the College in its absolute discretion thinks fit. The College also reserves the right not to divulge the reasons for refusing an application for admission. 

A Member may be admitted in absentia, if resident outside the British Isles, or, if in the opinion of the Council, the circumstances are such as to justify admission in absentia. 

Each Member shall be entitled to the appropriate form of certificate under the seal of the College. 

The declaration to be signed before admission to Membership of the College is: 

I solemnly affirm that I will at all times maintain the well-being and dignity of the College, faithfully obeying in the spirit as well as in the letter the Ordinances, By-laws and Regulations and submitting myself to the lawful authority of the Council. Furthermore, I pledge myself in the practice of the art of Obstetrics and Gynaecology ever to have regard to the honour of the College. 

