Syllabus for Part 2 MRCOG
Candidates are expected to have a comprehensive knowledge of obstetrics and gynaecology and those aspects of medicine, surgery and paediatrics relevant to the practice of both. The Part 2 examination is designed to test the candidate's theoretical and practical knowledge of obstetrics and gynaecology. Although already tested in the Part 1 examination on their knowledge of the scientific foundations of the speciality, candidates are expected to show an ability to apply this knowledge to the management of clinical problems, in addition to their knowledge of practical procedures. 

· Genetics and Embryology 

Comprehensive knowledge of normal and abnormal karyotypes, the inheritance of genetic disorders, the genetic causes of infertility and early abortion, as well as the ability to transmit this knowledge to patients, to discuss its implications as well as any ethical dilemmas. 

· Anatomy 

Continuing comprehensive knowledge of anatomy, particularly as applied to surgical procedures undertaken by the obstetrician and gynaecologist. 

· Pathology, Biochemistry and Endocrinology 

Thorough knowledge of the pathology of the genital tract and associated structures; sound understanding of biochemistry of mother and fetus, together with indepth knowledge of metabolism. Whilst endocrinological knowledge of all organs is required extensive knowledge is expected of the endocrine organs as applied to reproductive medicine. 

· Pharmacology 

Comprehensive knowledge of all aspects of pharmacology is required with particular knowledge of those drugs which will be used in obstetrics and gynaecology. 

· Immunology 

Candidates should be expected to understand basic immunology and how this may be changed in pregnancy; fetal development of the immune system, with particular knowledge of rhesus and other isoimmunisations. 

· Infectious diseases 

Comprehensive knowledge of the infectious diseases affecting pregnant and non-pregnant females as well as the fetus in utero. Knowledge of epidemiology, diagnostic techniques, prophylaxis, immunization and the use of antibiotics and antiviral agents. 

· Epidemiology and statistics 

Candidates should understand how to apply statistical analysis, to collect data; have knowledge of setting up of clinical trials and the ability to interpret data. 

· Normal pregnancy 

Knowledge of all maternal and fetal systems. Comprehensive knowledge of antepartum care, its aims and method of implementation. Similarly, with intrapartum care, which should include in depth knowledge of obstetric analgesia and anaesthesia. 

· Abnormal pregnancy 

Clear knowledge of all aspects of abnormality both in pregnancy, labour and puerperium is expected together with their management. Detailed knowledge of neonatal resuscitation is mandatory. 

· Pre- and post-pregnancy counseling 

Candidates should demonstrate their ability to advise patients regarding any aspect of obstetric or gynaecological disease. 

· Maternal and perinatal mortality 

Candidates are expected to be familiar with the definitions and concepts as well as to be conversant with confidential enquiries into maternal deaths and the reports on birth surveys. 

· Gynaecology 

Proficiency in history taking in general and gynaecology in particular, and at general and gynaecological examination. Detailed knowledge of all basic gynaecological procedures as well as the ability to perform more common gynaecological operations is required. Candidates will be expected to have a knowledge of more complicated procedures, eg in oncology, though at the level of the Membership Examination proficiency in these areas will not be expected. 

· Prepubertal gynaecology 

Thorough knowledge of normal and abnormal sexual development, paediatric pathology and its management, normal puberty, and its disorders. 

· Disorders of menstruation 

Based on the physiology of normal menstruation, indepth understanding of pathophysiology of menstrual disorders, their investigation and management. The menopause. 

· Infertility 

Causes, investigation and management of infertility together with basic knowledge in the techniques involved in invitro fertilisation. 

· Contraception and Abortion 

All methods of contraception should be thoroughly understood and candidates are obliged to present evidence of practical experience (see page 4). The reasons for, techniques and complications of performing therapeutic abortion should be understood. 

· Psychosexual Medicine 

A thorough understanding of the principles of psychosexual medicine is required. 

· Gynaecological Oncology 

The epidemiology and aetiology of gynaecological tumours. The principals of carcinogenesis, tumour immunology and pathology together with diagnostic techniques and staging of gynaecological tumours is essential. Basic principals of treatment, both surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy together with knowledge of terminal care from gynaecological malignancy. 

