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INTRODUCTION 
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The College's membership examinations are open to individuals who have followed approved training programmes. The Part 2 examinations, success in which marks the completion of training, can be taken after a minimum of five years. Some training credit may be given to holders of certain approved postgraduate qualifications and this can reduce the total amount of training time. 

Departments are inspected at appropriate intervals by a College team to ensure that facilities are acceptable for training purposes. In each NHS region the College appoints advisers in postgraduate education who will advise on the availability and suitability of training programmes and who will guide and counsel trainees throughout their preparations for the examinations. There are opportunities for part-time training and the College is willing to give educational approval to such programmes, provided they are approved at local level. Those who choose pathology as a specialty will find that it offers the flexibility to combine a successful career with family commitments. 

Entry to MRCPath is by a degree in medicine, 1st or 2nd class honours degree in an appropriate science subject, or equivalent qualification in dental surgery or veterinary medicine. 

Part1 is designed to assess a candidate's competence in the general aspects of his/her subject and requires a minimum of three years approved training. It comprises two essay papers, a practical examination and an oral in a single discipline, success in which leads to the award of a Diploma in the subject. 

Diplomates are entitled to use the designation DipRCPath and they receive the quarterly College mailings which include the College Bulletin and notification of College scientific meetings. 

Part 2 is taken after a total of five years approved training and successful completion of the Part 1 examination. Research is considered an important element in the training of pathologists and it is encouraged in preparation for the Part 2 exam. To this end candidates may submit a dissertation, a casebook, a set of published papers, or a doctorate thesis, according to the individual specialty. Some specialties require a practical examination and all candidates are required to sit a compulsory oral examination. Success in the Part 2 exam leads to the award of MRCPath. This is required for the formal award for the certificate of completion of specialist training (CCST) by the Specialist Training Authority. 

Examinations in most pathology disciplines are held twice a year in the spring and autumn. All applications are reviewed by the Director of Studies to whom any queries regarding eligibility for College examinations should be addressed. Fellowship is offered after eight years to those members in good standing. 

