Professional & Linguistic Assessments Board Test (PLAB)

This factsheet sets out information about the PLAB test. This factsheet was issued in July 2002. The information contained in it will change from time to time, and it is intended for guidance only. Please note it does not carry legal force.

A significant number of candidates have expressed concern about rumours circulating about the PLAB test on other websites and in chat rooms.

We always advertise any changes to the test in advance and we strongly advise candidates to be guided by the information on the GMC website and in our advice to candidates rather than from other sources.

Please read this factsheet before making any application
Download a part 1 application form
Part 1 advice to candidates
Download a part 2 application form
Part 2 advice to candidates
Notes for applicants
Brief summary of information and FAQs
1. General information about the PLAB test

The PLAB test is relevant for overseas qualified doctors. For those wishing to take up a period of limited registration (which can only be held in supervised training posts) we require evidence that the doctor has the necessary skills and knowledge to practise in the UK. The PLAB test - so called because it is set by the Professional and Linguistic Assessments Board - is specifically designed to assess doctors' ability to work safely in a first appointment as a senior house officer in a UK hospital in the National Health Service (NHS).

The test is in two parts:

· Part 1 consists of a single computer markable paper to a standard set using the Angoff method. 

· Part 2 consists of a 14-station objective structured clinical examination (OSCE). This tests both clinical and communication skills. 

Candidates may not enter Part 2 until they have passed Part 1 and must take Part 2 within three years of having passed Part 1. Due to the high demand for places, we strongly advise you to allow at least four to six months from the time of submitting an application to getting a place. You should take this into account when applying for Part 2, which you must pass within three years of passing Part 1.

With effect from 1 November 2002 there is a time limit for the validity of a pass in the PLAB test. A pass in the Part 2 test will be valid for three years from 1 November 2002 or the date on which the test was passed, whichever is later. This means that you will need to work under limited registration within three years of passing the test otherwise you will need to take Parts 1 and 2 of the test again.

Guides to both parts are available in PDF format on our website. You can also download a short briefing video about the OSCE.

2. Requirements to be met before taking the PLAB test

Before taking the test, you must have:

· A primary medical qualification accepted for limited registration as listed in the WHO Directory of Medical Schools
· Taken and obtained the relevant scores in the IELTS test which is administered by the British Council. You must have obtained at least 7.0 as an overall score and minimum scores of 7.0 in the speaking section and 6.0 in each of the other sections (listening, academic reading and academic writing). 

You should also have 12 months' postgraduate clinical experience from teaching hospitals and other hospitals approved by the medical registration authorities in the appropriate country. It is possible for newly qualified doctors to take the test without this experience but only for subsequent employment as a junior house officer (the grade occupied by new medical graduates) rather than as a SHO.

You should be aware that the GMC currently requires a higher IELTS score for doctors who are not taking the PLAB test. We are currently undertaking work to look into the appropriate scores in IELTS and we will also be looking at whether accepting a lower score for those doctors taking the PLAB test remains valid.

If your pass in the IELTS test is more than two years old at the time of registration (or taking part 1 of the PLAB test, if appropriate) you will need to provide proof that you have actively maintained or tried to improve your English language skills since you passed the IELTS tests. The ways in which you can do this may include:

· sending us proof that you have undertaken a postgraduate course of study within the last two years since you took your IELTS test, where the language of instruction and examination was in English 

          or

· sending us a reference completed by a UK employer or your tutor or lecturer on a postgraduate course of study (there is a form for completion click here) 

          or

· sending us proof that you have taken the IELTS test again and attaining the required scores. 

We will consider your request and will let you know if you will need to retake the IELTS test.

You must obtain the minimum scores required in one sitting of the IELTS test.

3. Training and work opportunities in the UK

Passing the PLAB test will not guarantee you a job in the UK and you will not be granted limited registration without the offer of a job. Finding a job is your responsibility and you should ensure that you are well informed about opportunities for work before embarking on the PLAB test. There are fewer vacancies in some specialties than in others and there is almost always a delay of several weeks, possibly months, between passing the test and starting a job.

The GMC does not have information about job vacancies. The British Medical Journal, the Health Service Journal and Personnelnet Health carry job adverts, and the National Advice Centre for overseas doctors has general information about postgraduate training opportunities.

4. Fees for taking the PLAB test

The current fees are £145 for Part 1 and £430 for Part 2. These fees represent as fairly as possible the actual cost of the two Parts of the test. Refugee doctors living in the UK do not have to pay the fee for Part 1 on their first two attempts.

Cancellation of a confirmed place will incur a fee:

	Period of notice
	Cancellation fee

	Four months or more
	60% of fee

	Between 21 days and four months
	70% of fee

	Less than 21 days
	100% of fee


From time to time Part 2 tests are added to or removed from the list of available dates. Please note that if you have a confirmed booking on a test and wish to change to an earlier test which has been added to the list, you will still be charged a cancellation fee.

5. Test locations and dates

Part 1 is held at centres in the United Kingdom and in certain other countries. Part 2 can only be taken in the UK. Click here for details of dates and test centres where places are currently available. From time to time we increase the capacity at existing venues or add further test dates where we see fit. We reserve the right to do so in an effort to cope with fluctuating demand for places. For information about accommodation in the UK, visit the British Tourist Authority website.

6. How to apply for the PLAB test

Please Note:
Applications for the PLAB test should be made on the appropriate form. There is no longer a requirement to complete an 'Information Sheet'. Doing so will delay your application for the PLAB test. 
· Check you have a primary medical qualification accepted for limited registration.

· Consider whether you have the appropriate postgraduate clinical experience.

· Check the situation regarding job and training opportunities with the National Advice Centre for overseas doctors.

· Check you have a valid IELTS report with a minimum overall score of 7.0 and minimum scores of 7.0 in the speaking component and 6.0 in the listening, academic reading and academic writing components. You can get information about this test from the British Council's IELTS website www.ielts.org

· Complete and return an application form with the appropriate fee

7. Test Results

Exact dates for the release of results are announced at the test. Results are on our website the day after the results have been sent out by post. We do not give results over the phone, by email, fax or in Reception. 

You can ask for your marks to be verified by means of a clerical check. You must submit a request in writing no later than three weeks after the results have been issued. With effect from 1st July 2003 there will be a charge of £40.

8. Contacting us


	Email:
	 registrationhelp@gmc-uk.org

	Phone:
	(+44) (0)20 7915 3630

	Fax:
	(+44) (0)20 7915 3532

	Write:
	Registration Services
General Medical Council
178 Great Portland Street
London W1W 5JE
UK
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