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I N T R O D U C T I O N


The Regulations which follow govern the content and conduct of the examinations leading to the award of the Fellowship of the Royal College of Anaesthetists.  They specify the requirements which must be satisfied before a candidate is eligible to apply to take the examinations.  They specify the procedure to be followed in order to apply, limit the number of attempts and provide for guidance in the event of failure.  They describe the procedure for making representations and provide sanctions for infringements.



These Regulations were made by the Council of the Royal College of Anaesthetists on 18th March, 21st May, 19th November 1997, 20th January 1999, 20th October 1999, 13th December 2000 and  17 October 2001 and 16 October 2002

________________________

R E G U L A T I O N S


________________________
TRAINING: DEFINITIONS

1.
(a) 
For the purpose of these regulations “approved training” in the United 



Kingdom means, subject to regulation 1(b), training which:



(i) 
is appropriate to the part of the examination for which the candidate is applying to enter; and 



(ii) 
has been approved by the College as part of a course of training which, if satisfactorily completed, may contribute to the award of a Certificate of Completion of Specialist Training.


(b)
In calculating the length of any period of training for the purpose of determining eligibility to enter either part of the examination, candidates shall normally be entitled to include:

  

(i) 
training which the candidate expects to have completed by the date given in the published calendar for the examination in question on which the clinical and oral elements will probably commence; or

 

(ii)  
a period of maternity or sick leave up to a maximum of one month per full training year; or



(iii)  
a period of training not longer than six months and not shorter than three months spent in one locum approved training post whether a locum SHO or Locum Appointment Training (LAT) post; or



(iv)  
a period of training not longer than twelve months and not shorter than six months spent in one Fixed Term Training Appointment (FTTA) - a Visiting Training Number (VTN) or, after February 1998, a Fixed Training Number (FTN) should normally be provided; or

(v) a period of training not longer than twelve months and not shorter than three months spent in one honorary or supernumerary SHO post, provided that the post is within the approved maximum training capacity of the hospital and that before applying to sit the examination, a request for the post to be recognised within the meaning of these regulations, has been submitted to the Examinations Department for approval by the Chairman of the appropriate Examinations Board.  Procedures for such requests can be found in Appendix 4; or

(vi) a period of training up to three months in intensive care; or
(vii) a period of approved flexible training, which shall be calculated on a pro rata basis using time in post divided by the percentage of full-time training
(viii) any combination of the preceding sub-paragraphs.
SECTION 1:  COMMENCEMENT AND REVOCATION
2.
(a)
These regulations shall come into force on 1st January2003.


(b)
These Examination Regulations made by the Council of the Royal College of Anaesthetists supersede any previous Regulations which are hereby revoked.  

SECTION 2: EXAMINATIONS
3.
(a)  
The examination for the Fellowship of the Royal College of Anaesthetists 

(FRCA) will be in two parts.  The first part will be known as the Primary FRCA examination and the second part will be known as the Final FRCA examination.


(b)  
There will be three sittings of the Primary FRCA examination in each academic year starting on 1st August, and two sittings of the Final FRCA examination.  Council may at any time decide, subject to adequate notice, to alter the number of sittings of either or both parts in any year.

4. Each part of the examination will comprise written, oral and clinical elements.  

The nature and number of these, together with details of the marking system to be used and of the prizes which may be awarded, are described in Appendices 2 and 5 to these Regulations.  The subject matter of each part of the examination is specified in the relevant parts of The CCST in Anaesthesia; Part II: Competency Based Senior House Officer Training and Assessment (July 2000), and Part III: Competency Based Specialist Registrar 1 and 2 Training and Assessment (to be published).

SECTION 3: ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility for the Primary FRCA Examination

5.
A person is eligible to enter for the Primary FRCA examination who:

(a) is eligible for registration with the General Medical Council (United Kingdom), whether such registration is full or limited; and

(b) is registered with the College as a postgraduate trainee in the specialty of  anaesthesia, or is exempt from such registration, not being in a training post in the UK at the time of sitting the examination; and

(c) has completed one year of training in post(s) in the UK approved by the Royal College of Anaesthetists , or one year of training in the Republic of Ireland in post(s) approved by the College of Anaesthetists of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland; and

(d) satisfies the requirements of these Regulations with regard to application procedures and other matters;

6.
A person shall not be eligible to enter for the Primary FRCA examination who, has attempted and failed:

(a) Part 1 of the three part examination for the Fellowship of the Royal College of Anaesthetists 6 times and would therefore no longer have been eligible to enter for that examination

(b) The Primary FRCA examination 4 times

(c) The Primary FRCA examination twice, until they have attended the mandatory guidance (see regulation 26(a).

Eligibility for the Final Examination

7.
A person is eligible to enter for the Final FRCA examination who:-

(a) is registered with the College as a postgraduate trainee in the specialty of anaesthesia or is exempt from such registration, not being in a training post in the UK at the time of sitting the examination; and

(b) has passed, the Primary FRCA examination; or

(c) satisfies the conditions stated in Regulation 7 even if they have failed the Primary FRCA examination 4 times.

(d) has completed thirty months of training in the specialty of anaesthesia.   The specified period of training shall have been completed in approved posts within the United Kingdom, or in posts in the Republic of Ireland approved by the College of Anaesthetists of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland except that candidates who are not claiming time in a supernumerary or honorary SHO post under regulation 1(b)(v) may claim a period of up to twelve months overseas; and

(e) the end of the training shall be a date not earlier than five years before the closing date of the sitting applied for, with the exception that an NCCG, who is a member of the College and currently practising in the UK, shall not be subject to this 5 year limit , provided the application has the support of the local Regional Advisor

(f) is in good standing with the College and satisfies the requirements of these Regulations with regard to application procedures and other matters

.

8. A person shall not be eligible to enter the Final FRCA examination who, has attempted and failed:

(a) the Final FRCA examination 3 times, until they have attended the mandatory guidance (see regulation 26(b).

(b) the Final FRCA examination 6 times.

Exemptions

9.
a candidate for the Final FRCA examination shall be exempt from passing the Primary FRCA examination who, within the ten years preceding the closing date of the sitting applied for, and only in such years as are specified, and subject to annual renewal of approval by the Council:-

(a) has passed Part 2 of the examination for the Fellowship of The Royal College of Anaesthetists, or the Primary examination for the Fellowship of the Faculty or College of Anaesthetists of The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland or, prior to October 1999, Part II of the Faculty of Anaesthetists of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland; or

(b) has obtained any of the following qualifications:-

(i) Fellowship of the Faculty or College of Anaesthetists of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland;

(ii) Doctor of Medicine (Anaesthesiology) of the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka;

(iii) Master of Anaesthesia of the University of Khartoum, Sudan, awarded in respect of success in the relevant examination taken in 1989, 1990, 1992, 1993 or any year after that;

(iv) Master of Medicine (Anaesthesia) of the National University of Singapore awarded in respect of success in the relevant examination taken in 1991 or any year after that;

(v) Fellowship in Anaesthesiology of the College of Physicians and Surgeons Pakistan awarded in respect of success in the relevant examination from April 1998;

(vi) Fellowship of the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists;

(vii) Fellowship of the College of Anaesthetists of South Africa;

(viii) Certificate of the American Board of Anaesthesiology;

(ix) Fellowship in Anaesthesia of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada

(x) Fellowship of the Bangladesh College of Physicians and Surgeons since July 1999; 

(xi) Fellowship of the Hong Kong College of Anaesthesiologists since January 2001; or

(c) has passed the examinations for the European Diploma in Anaesthesiology and Intensive Care of the European Academy of Anaesthesiology.

(d) has obtained such other degree or qualification as the Council may from time to time accept.

SECTION 4: APPLICATION  PROCEDURES

10.
Dates of examinations shall be published by the College in the Examinations Calendar, copies of which may be obtained, free of charge, from the Examinations Department, Royal College of Anaesthetists, 48-49 Russell Square, London WC1B 4JY or downloaded from the College website www.rcoa.ac.uk.

11.
Applications for admission to an examination must reach the Examinations Department after the commencement of the previous sitting but not later than the closing date for the sitting applied, as shown in the Examinations Calendar.  Application forms for admission may be obtained free of charge from the Examinations Department or downloaded from the College website.

12.
Applications for admission must be accompanied by the fee and the certificates required on the application form.

13.
The fees payable for admission to each part shall be those fixed by the  Council and published in the Examinations Calendar and should be paid by a cheque made payable to The Royal College of Anaesthetists and drawn on a United Kingdom clearing bank, or by a sterling draft or postal order.

Withdrawals

 14(a)
Subject to Regulations 15 and 16, a candidate withdrawing an

application for admission to an examination before the closing date may receive back the full amount of the fee paid provided the withdrawal is received in writing, subject to a deduction for administrative expenses.  A candidate who withdraws in any other circumstances or who fails to appear for an examination will not normally be entitled to any refund of fee.  Except that:

(b) Candidates who have attended a guidance interview prior to sitting the Primary examination for the third time or the Final examination for the fourth time (see Regulations 26 (a) and (b)) and who withdraw in writing up to the day before the MCQ examination, may receive back the full amount of the fee paid without any deduction for administration expenses.

SECTION 5: PREGNANCY AND DISABILITY
Pregnancy

15.

Regulations 16 to 19 apply only to female candidates whose pregnancy or pregnancy-related illness or condition renders them unable to attend the examination. This regulation does not apply to any other situations. This special treatment in relation to female candidates is permitted under the Sex Discrimination Act 1975.16.Any prospective candidate should notify the Examinations Department as soon as possible of the fact of their pregnancy and the expected week of confinement.  Such details should, where possible, be attached to the appropriate application form and fee.  Please refer to regulation 1(b)(ii) for eligibility information.

17.Any prospective candidate must submit an appropriate medical certificate which satisfies the College if:

(a) she has any pregnancy-related problems or illness; or

(b) her confinement is due shortly before or around the date of the examination; or

(c) her condition gives her sufficient discomfort for her to consider that it will have a detrimental effect upon her performance.

18.In such circumstances, should such a candidate be unable to sit for the examination, withdrawal will be permitted and the examination fee will be refunded (subject to a deduction for administrative expenses).

19.Any candidate who does not inform the Examinations Directorate of her pregnancy will not normally be allowed to withdraw her application after the closing date without forfeiting her examination fee.  However, when pregnancy occurs after submitting an application but prior to the examination and the candidate is subsequently unable to attend for the examination due to pregnancy-related reasons, then upon submission of an appropriate medical certificate which satisfies the College, the candidate may withdraw from the examination and the fee will be refunded (subject to a deduction for administrative expenses).

Disability
20.The Regulations for accommodating dyslexic candidates are contained in Appendix 3.

21All other requests for special consideration for dealing with disabilities will be considered on an individual basis.

SECTION 6: FELLOWSHIP BY EXAMINATION

22.As stated in the Charter and Ordinances of The Royal College of Anaesthetists, a person shall be entitled to be admitted a Fellow of the College if he or she has:

(a) passed the appropriate examinations for Fellowship; and

(b) complied with such conditions as may be prescribed by the Council in the Regulations of the College.

SECTION 7: FAILURES AND GUIDANCE
Failures

23.A candidate who is unsuccessful in an examination may, subject to the provisions of Section 3 and Regulation 26, enter for the next or any subsequent sitting of that examination.

24.A candidate in a Primary FRCA examination whose mark in the written element of the examination is such that it will be impossible for that candidate to pass the examination as a whole will forthwith be declared to have failed, and will not be allowed to attempt the remaining elements of the examination and will not be entitled to any refund of the examination fee.

25.A candidate in a Final FRCA examination whose marks in the written elements of the examination are such that it will be impossible for that candidate to pass the examination as a whole will forthwith be declared to have failed, and will not be allowed to attempt the remaining elements of the examination and will not be entitled to any refund of the examination fee.

Guidance

26.(a) 
No candidate may attempt the Primary FRCA examination more than



 twice without guidance.

(b) No candidate may attempt the Final FRCA examination more than three times without guidance.

(c) For the purpose of this Regulation, “guidance” shall comprise:

(i) subject to the consent of the candidate, the provision to the College by their College Tutor of a confidential report on that candidate, and

(ii) the attendance by the candidate at a guidance session arranged by the College.

(iii) Any other requirement that Council may from time to time authorise.

SECTION 8: REPRESENTATIONS AND APPEALS

27.A candidate, or any person on behalf of that candidate, wishing to make  representations with regard to the conduct of an examination or to appeal against any result must address such representation or appeal to the Training and Examinations Director in writing within two months of completing the relevant examination.  In no circumstances may such representations be addressed to an examiner.  Representations and appeals shall be dealt with in accordance with the College’s Examinations (Representations and Appeals) Regulations.  Copies are available from the Examinations Department, 48-49 Russell Square, London WC1B 4JY or can be downloaded from the College website (www.rcoa.ac.uk).

SECTION 9: INFRINGEMENTS
28.The College Council may refuse to admit to an examination, or to proceed with the examination of, any candidate who infringes any of the Regulations, or who is considered by the presiding examiner to be guilty of behaviour prejudicial to the proper conduct and management of the examination or who has previously been found guilty of such behaviour. If in the opinion of Council any examination success has been secured by cheating, deception or fraud of any kind whatsoever, the Council may quash that result and any qualifications resulting from it and withdraw any diploma, certificate or other award so obtained.

_________________

A P P E N D I C E S


_________________
APPENDIX 1 - STRUCTURE OF THE EXAMINATION   

Primary FRCA



There are four sections:-

(a) 90 multiple choice questions (MCQ) - 3 hours

comprising three subsections: approximately 30 questions in pharmacology, 30 questions in physiology and biochemistry, and 30 questions in physics and clinical measurement.


(b)
Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) - 16 stations in approximately 1 hour 40 minutes



currently comprising stations covering resuscitation, technical skills, anatomy (general procedure), history-taking, physical examination, communication skills, interpretation of ECG, X-ray and biochemistry/haematology/photographs/charts/statistics,, anaesthetic equipment, monitoring equipment, measuring equipment and anaesthetic hazards.  


(c)
Viva 1 - 30 minutes



A structured viva comprising 15 minutes in pharmacology, and 15 minutes in physiology and biochemistry.


(d)
Viva 2 - 30 minutes



A structured viva comprising 15 minutes in physics, clinical measurement, equipment and safety, and 15 minutes on clinical topics (including a critical incident).

Questions on statistics may appear in any part of the examination.

Final FRCA




There are four sections:-


(a)
90 multiple choice questions (MCQ) - 3 hours



comprising approximately 20 questions in medicine and surgery, 40 questions in anaesthesia and pain management including applied basic sciences (mainly pharmacology and physiology), 10 questions in clinical measurement and 20 questions in intensive therapy.


(b)
Short answer question (SAQ) paper (all 12 questions being compulsory) - 3 hours on the principles and practice of clinical anaesthesia 


(c)
Viva 1: Clinical Anaesthesia - 50 minutes



A structured viva comprising 10 minutes to view clinical material, 20 minutes of questions on the clinical material and 20 minutes of questions on clinical anaesthesia unrelated to the clinical material


d)
Viva 2: Clinical Science - 30 minutes



A structured viva on the application of basic science to anaesthesia, intensive therapy and pain management. 

APPENDIX 2 - THE MARKING SYSTEM
The College uses a five-point close-marking system in its examinations, the marks being:-


2+
outstanding performance


2
pass


1+
fail


1
poor fail


0
veto
(if a candidate fails to answer a compulsory question in the SAQ paper of the Final FRCA examination) 

The following marks are required to pass both the Primary and Final FRCA examinations:


2, 2, 2, 1+ or better



In both parts of the examination, the performance of borderline candidates is reviewed by all the examiners before the final marks are awarded.

OSCE

In the OSCE of the Primary FRCA examination, all stations are marked out of 20 points.  The pass mark for each station is 13 points.  Candidates who score a mark of six or less on two or more stations cannot be awarded an overall OSCE mark of more than 1+.  Closed marks are awarded as follows:


16 stations passed

2+


12 – 15 stations passed
2


8 – 11 stations passed
1+


1 – 7 stations passed
1

MCQ

It should be noted that in the primary MCQ candidate’s performance in each of the three subsections is taken into consideration when calculating the overall mark.  Candidates who perform very poorly in one or more subjects cannot obtain an overall pass mark in the MCQ.  There are no subsections in the Final MCQ.  Please note that negative marking is applied in the MCQ: one mark will be awarded for each correct answer and one subtracted for each incorrect answer. No score will be given where DON’T KNOW is marked.

SAQ

In the SAQ, all 12 questions must be attempted; an overall mark of 0 will be awarded if one or more questions are not attempted.

ELIMINATION

Elimination of candidates will be applied on the following criteria:

Primary FRCA:

Candidates who receive a mark of 1 (poor fail) in the MCQ paper.  

Final FRCA:

Candidates who receive a combination of marks below a mark of 2 (pass) and 1+ (fail) in the written sections of the examination (MCQ and SAQ)

APPENDIX 3 - D Y S L E X I C   C A N D I D A T E S

The following guidelines specify the procedure and provisions for special arrangements.  Please note that special consideration will only be allowed if the application and appropriate documentation is received by the closing date of the sitting applied for.

To qualify for special consideration
Candidates must supply:

(i) a written assessment from an educational psychologist (dated within five  years) which includes a statement confirming that the candidate’s difficulties warrant special examination arrangements and that such special arrangements have been required on previous occasions in similar circumstances; and

(ii) a letter of support from their College Tutor or Regional Adviser (or supervising consultant of equivalent standing if applying from overseas); and

(iii) confirmation in writing from the candidate that, in the Multiple Choice Question (MCQ) paper he/she agrees to his/her answers being transferred onto the answer sheet by a member of College staff  (see provisions below).

Such an application will be considered by the Chairman of the relevant examination, who will bear in mind the occupational requirements of the specialty.  If a candidate is not able to supply the above documents before the commencement of the examination, the candidate may choose to 


(i) 
withdraw without penalty as per the standard procedure, or 



(ii) 
proceed without special arrangements. 

Provisions

The following provisions will be allowed:


Multiple-Choice Question (MCQ) Paper in the Primary and Final FRCA
No additional time will be allowed in the examination room BUT such candidates may mark the question booklet only and submit their booklet for the transfer of marks onto the answer sheet by a member of College staff.  Additional time is therefore provided by not transferring answers onto an answer sheet.

Short Answer Question (SAQ) Paper in the Final FRCA

5 minutes’ extra time will be allowed per hour:

i.e. 15 minutes’ additional time

such candidates will be seated in the examination room 15 minutes before the admission of other candidates in order to read the questions and make any notes on rough paper within this time.  After 15 minutes, the question paper will be removed and the other candidates will be seated.  After the instructions have been given, the written papers will be distributed and the examinations will commence.

Clinical and Oral Sections

No special arrangements will be considered.

APPENDIX 4 – REQUESTS FOR RECOGNITION OF A SUPERNUMERARY OR HONORARY SHO POST AS A QUALIFYING TRAINING PERIOD.
· Written requests should be submitted to the Examinations Department for consideration by the Examinations Committee before applying to sit the examination.

· Posts with observer status only do not confer any eligibility for College examinations.

· Requests should include the following items of essential information:

Personal Details:


Name as registered with GMC


GMC Registration Number





Contact address


Sponsor for GMC registration

Details of Hospital and Trust:


Name and address of Hospital


Grade of post (SHO/SpR?)


Dates post occupied

Number of other doctors in Honorary/Supernumerary posts training in anaesthesia in the hospital.

Name of  the local supervisor

A statement from College Tutor, Programme Director, RA or Deputy RA:


Written confirmation signed by one of the above:

1. The post is within the approved training capacity of the hospital.

2. Daytime duties are identical to those of a substantive trainee

3. The trainee takes a full part in the on-call rota with appropriate responsibilities.

4. The normal educational programme is open to the candidate.

5. The trainee’s performance will be subject to the usual assessments.

APPENDIX 5 - Prizes

The following prizes may, at the discretion of the examiners, be awarded to candidates who achieve particularly high marks in their examination:

Nuffield Prize



Awarded for outstanding achievement in the Primary FRCA examination

Macintosh Prize 


Awarded for outstanding achievement in the spring sitting of the Final FRCA examination 

Magill Prize

Awarded for outstanding achievement in the autumn sitting of the Final FRCA examination

To be eligible for the award of a Nuffield, Macintosh or Magill Prize a candidate must be sitting the relevant examination for the first time and must obtain a mark of 2+ in all the sections of the examination.
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